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Foreword 
 

 

This Book Is About 

God’s Word 
 
The Word of God is living and active and relevant to today’s world 
and to today’s problems.  There is no greater authority for Chris-
tian living than God’s Holy Word.   
 
Whatever your problem, concern, or question may be, God has pro-
vided valuable guidance and counsel in the Bible.  This book is a 
follow-up and companion to a previous book authored by Dr. 
Campbell entitled:  “Pearls:  Scriptures To Live By.” 
 
 “Pearls” grew out of Dr. Campbell’s work as a Christian psycholo-
gist.  It consists of over 2,500 Scriptures for counsel and guidance, 
compiled under 172 topics relevant to Christian mental health.   
 
The idea for the current work, “Godly Counsel,” was first suggested 
by Rev. Jim Angelakos, who saw a need for a “Synopsis” (summary) 
of topics covered in “Pearls.”  Many of the subjects covered in 
“Pearls” are synthesized and subsumed under the major headings 
in “Godly Counsel.”   
 

Focus On The Scriptures 
 
This book is primarily about Scriptures—how they speak to mental 
health issues prevalent in our society. As you read the “Synopsis” 
for each chapter, take time to read the Scriptures that relate to the 
summary text.  The Scriptures are conveniently located at the bot-
tom of each page. 
 

Please take time to read the  
Scriptures supporting the text.   

 
The Scriptures will change your thinking, and ultimately change 
your life. 

 

Topical  Index 
 
If you do not see your problem/concern among the major “Lessons” 
included in this book, please consult the Topical Index (p. 239). 



 

 
  

Lesson 11 
 
 

Death and Dying 
 

“No one has power over the day of his death.” 
(Ecclesiastes 8:8) 

 
Death: the act of dying; the end of physical life 

 
 
For Christians, death is nothing to fear.  Death is merely the end of 
our life on earth and the beginning of our life in heaven.  If you 
have lost a loved one, or if you are facing death yourself, pray that 
God, in His infinite love and mercy, will forgive your sins and ac-
cept you into heaven.  Jesus Himself has gone ahead of you to pre-
pare a place for those who believe in Him and are saved by His sac-
rifice on the cross. 

Synopsis 
 
If you are a Christian, you should not fear death.1,2  The day that 
you first believed in Jesus Christ is the day that you crossed over 
from death to life.3-5 

 

 
 

Our God is a God who saves; from the Sovereign LORD 
comes escape from death. 

(Psalm 68:20)1 

 

I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem  
them from death.  Where, O death, are your plagues?   

Where, O grave, is your destruction? 
(Hosea 13:14)2 

 

He who has the Son has life; he who does not have  
the Son of God does not have life. 

(1 John 5:12)3 

 

I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him  
who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned;  

he has crossed over from death to life. 
(John 5:26)4 

 

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
(Philippians 1:21)5 
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All human beings have a physical body and a soul (also called 
“spirit”).6  The physical body of every human being is going to die at 
some point in time.7,8  The days of our physical existence on earth 
are numbered by God, and we cannot add to them or subtract from 
them.9  No one has the power to control the day of his physical 
death.10    
 
Death first entered into the world with the disobedience of Adam in 
the Garden of Eden; but just as Adam brought death to the world, 
Jesus Christ brought life.11 The resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead, following His crucifixion on the cross, gives hope for all who 
believe in Him.12  If Jesus Christ had not risen from the dead, then 
death would be the end of existence for everyone, even for believ-
ers.13 

 
 

Do not be afraid of those who kill the body  
but cannot kill the soul. 

(Matthew 10:28)6 

 
Death is the destiny of every man;  
the living should take this to heart. 

(Ecclesiastes 7:2)7 

 
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity  

under heaven: a time to be born and a time to die… 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-2)8 

 
Man’s days are determined; you have decreed the number  

of his months and have set limits he cannot exceed. 
(Job 14:5)9 

 
No man has power over the wind to contain it; so no  

one has power over the day of his death. 
(Ecclesiastes 8:8)10 

 
For since death came through a man, the resurrection of  

the dead comes also through a man.  For as in Adam  
all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

(1 Corinthians 15:21-22)11 

 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!   

In his great mercy he has given us new birth into  
a living hope through the resurrection of  

Jesus Christ from the dead. 
(1 Peter 1:3)12 
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Fortunately, Christ has indeed been raised from the dead14 and 
those who believe in Him are promised eternal life in heaven.15 
When we die, our physical body will decay and go back to dust.16 
Our spirit (or soul) will go immediately to heaven.17-19 For unbeliev-
ers, their souls will go immediately to hell, where they will await 
the final judgment day.20 

 

 
 

And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless  
and so is your faith…Then those also who have fallen  

asleep in Christ are lost. 
(1 Corinthians 15:14,18)13 

 
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the  

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
(1 Corinthians 15:20)14 

 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,  

that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
(John 3:16)15 

 
For dust you are and to dust you will return. 

(Genesis 3:19)16 
 

Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands  
I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last. 

(Luke 23:46)17 

 
Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come  
into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “I tell you  

the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
(Luke 23:42-43)17 

 
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain…I am torn  
between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ,  

which is better by far; but it is more necessary  
for you that I remain in the body. 

(Philippians 1:21,23-24)19 

 
For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent  

them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons  
to be held for judgment…then the Lord knows how  

to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the  
unrighteous for the day of judgment,  
while continuing their punishment. 

(2 Peter 2:4,9)20 
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At some future point in time, Jesus will return to this earth (the 
second coming) for a final judgment.21,22 Spirit and flesh will be re- 
united and we will receive our glorified bodies.23 These bodies will 
be different to our earthly bodies, and they will no longer decay or 
die.24  They will resemble the body that Christ received when He 
was resurrected from the dead, and they will last forever in heav-
en.25  
 
Following the second coming of Christ, the people who believe in 
Jesus will live for eternity with Christ, even though they have died 
in the flesh.  In a very real sense, whoever lives and believes in 
Christ will never die (that is, will never be “spiritually dead” and 
lose eternity).26   

 

 
 

Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face  
judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins  
of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear  
sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

(Hebrews 9:27-28)21 

 
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,  
that each one may receive what is due him for the things  

done while in the body, whether good or bad. 
(2 Corinthians 5:10)22 

 
But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Savior 

from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that  
enables him to bring everything under his control,  

will transform our lowly bodies so that they  
will be like his glorious body. 

(Philippians 3:20-21)23 

 
So will it be with the resurrection of the dead.  The body  

that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable… 
It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 

(1 Corinthians 15:42,44)24 

 
And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man,  

so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven. 
(1 Corinthians 15:49)25 

 
I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, 

even though he dies; and whoever lives and  
believes in me will never die. 

(John 11: 25-26)26 
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No one knows the hour or the day that Christ will return to this 
world, only God the Father.27  Therefore, it is critically important 
that we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior and repent of 
our sins.28  For if Jesus returns to this world while we are still 
alive, we will be judged and we will either spend eternity in heaven 
or eternity in hell (separated from God).29 
 
If you are a believer in Christ, death should not be fearful; only our 
physical body dies, not our spirit (or soul).30  Jesus Christ has de-
feated death.31-34  Jesus Himself has gone ahead of us to prepare a 
place for us in heaven.35  Physical death will not separate us from 
the 

 
 

No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels  
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

(Matthew 24:36)27 

 

The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news! 
(Mark 1:15)28 

 

This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven… 
He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus.  They will be punished with everlasting 

destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord. 
(2 Thessalonians 1:7-9)29 

 

Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 
(Matthew 10:28)30 

 

For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under  
his feet.  The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

(1 Corinthians 15:25-26)31 

 

We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that 
God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 

(1 Thessalonians 4:14)32 

 
For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he 

might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. 
(Romans 14:9)33 

 

Our God is a God who saves; from the Sovereign LORD 
comes escape from death. 

(Psalm 68:20)34 

 

Do not let your hearts be troubled…In my Father’s house are  
many rooms…I am going there to prepare a place for you. 

(John 14:1-2)35 
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the love of God.36 The apostle Paul went so far as to say that he 
would prefer to be “absent from the body and to be at home with 
the Lord.”37 
 
If you are having trouble coping with death, try focusing your 
thoughts firmly on heaven.  In heaven, we will be with Jesus,38,39 
and see Him face to face.40,41 He wants us to live there forever with 
Him and experience His glory.42   
 

 
 

 
For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, neither angels  

nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any  
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else  
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the  

love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
(Romans 8:38-39)36 

 
We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away  

from the body and at home with the Lord. 
(2 Corinthians 5:8)37 

 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and  

take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 
(John 14:3)38 

 
But God will redeem my life from the grave;  

he will surely take me to himself. 
(Psalm 49:15)39 

 
I see heaven open and the Son of Man  

standing at the right hand of God. 
(Acts 7:56)40 

 
And I—in righteousness I will see your face; when I awake,  

I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness. 
(Psalm 17:15)41 

 
Father, I want those you have given me to be with me  
where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have  

given me because you loved me before the 
 creation of the world. 

(John 17:24)42 
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If you have a loved one who has died who is an infant, rest assured 
that he or she will be in heaven.43,44 
 
If your loved one is a believer who dies, take comfort that he or she 
is now with our Lord and Savior in heaven.45,46  
 

God’s Guidance 
 
It is difficult to imagine how beautiful and wonderful heaven will 
be.  It will not be like anything we have ever seen, or heard, or con-
ceived of, here on earth.47 The apostle John describes heaven as 
being a city made of pure gold, as pure as glass, with foundations 
of the city walls decorated with every kind of precious stone.48,49 

 

 
 

See that you do not look down on one of these little ones.  
For I tell you that their angels in heaven always  

see the face of my Father in heaven. 
(Matthew 18:10)43 

 
In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that  

any of these little ones should be lost. 
(Matthew 18:14)44 

 
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain…I desire to  

depart and be with Christ, which is better by far… 
(Philippians 1:21,23)45 

 
Those who walk uprightly enter into peace;  

they find rest as they lie in death. 
(Isaiah 57:2)46 

 
No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived  

what God has prepared for those who love him. 
(1 Corinthians 2:9)47 

 
The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold,  

as pure as glass.  The foundations of the city walls  
were decorated with every kind of precious stone. 

(Revelation 21:18-19)48 

 
The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of  

a single pearl.  The great street of the city was of  
pure gold, like transparent glass. 

(Revelation 21:21)49 
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Although unimaginable, heaven will be familiar to us in many 
ways.  For example, we know that we will have bodies in heaven 
(our “glorified” bodies) and that we will eat and drink, just as we 
did here on earth.50  We will have eyes and ears and be able to see 
and hear.51,52  Unlike our life on earth, there will be no more death 
or mourning, or crying or pain.52  There will be no sin in heaven 
and nothing there will be impure.53 
 
There will be no darkness or night in heaven, and no sun or 
moon.54,55 The glory of God will give heaven its light.54 

 
Finally, as we face death, one of the most comforting Scriptures in 
the entire Bible can be found in Psalm 23: 
 
“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me.  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies.  You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  Surely 
goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”  (Psalm 23:4-6) 
 

 
 

And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one  
on me, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my king- 

dom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
(Luke 22:29-30)50 

 
The sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more. 

(Isaiah 65:19)51 

 
He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will  
be no more death or mourning or crying or pain,  

for the old order of things has passed away. 
(Revelation 21:4)52 

 
Nothing impure will ever enter it. 

(Revelation 21:27)53 

 
There will be no more night.  They will not need the light of  

a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give  
them light.  And they will reign for ever and ever. 

(Revelation 22:5)54 

 
The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the 

glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 
(Revelation 21:23)55 

 



 

 
   



 

       

 

 



 

 
   

 


